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1. Background Information
2. If We Must Die by Claude McKay
3. Map of major race riots and lynchings of the Red Summer
4. Photograph of man being pulled off bus
5. “100 Negros shot, burned, clubbed to death in E. St. Louis Race War” 
6. Photograph of man being attacked by police dogs
7. Anti-Black Propaganda Signs
8. “Chicago Race Riots Continue Despite Troops”
9. “Six Slain in Race Riot at Church”
10. “Riot in Philadelphia”
11. “Mob Storms Jail and Gets Blacks”
12. Photograph of Willie Brown’s burning body [GRAPHIC]
13. Photograph from Elaine, AR
14. “To the Negroes of Phillips County” Helena, AR




Background Information
The Great Migration
The Great Migration was the movement of 6 million African Americans out of the rural Southern United States to the urban Northeast, Midwest, and West that occurred between 1910 and 1970. Blacks moved from 14 states of the South, especially Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, to the other three cultural (and census-designated) regions of the United States. Georgia was especially affected, seeing net declines in its African-American population for three consecutive decades after 1920.

When the Emancipation Proclamation was signed in 1863, less than eight percent of the African-American population lived in the Northeastern or Midwestern United States. This began to change over the next decade; by 1880, a migration was underway to Kansas. The U.S. Senate ordered an investigation into it. In 1900, about 90 percent of blacks still lived in Southern states.

Between 1910 and 1930, the African-American population increased by about forty percent in Northern states as a result of the migration, mostly in the major cities. The cities of Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland, and New York City had some of the biggest increases in the early part of the twentieth century. Tens of thousands of blacks were recruited for industrial jobs, such as positions related to the expansion of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Because changes were concentrated in cities, which had also attracted millions of new or recent European immigrants, tensions rose as the people competed for jobs and scarce housing. Tensions were often most severe between ethnic Irish, defending their recently gained positions and territory, and recent immigrants and blacks.

African Americans moved as individuals or small family groups. There was no government assistance, but often northern industries, such as the railroads, meatpacking, and stockyards, recruited workers and sometimes paid for transportation and relocation.

Redlining
Populations increased so rapidly among both African-American migrants and new European immigrants that there were housing shortages in most major cities. With fewer resources, the newer groups were forced to compete for the oldest, most rundown housing. Ethnic groups created territories which they defended against change. Discrimination often restricted African Americans to crowded neighborhoods. The more established populations of cities tended to move to newer housing as it was developing in the outskirts. Mortgage discrimination and redlining in inner city areas limited the newer African-American migrants' ability to determine their own housing, or obtain a fair price. In the long term, the National Housing Act of 1934 contributed to limiting the availability of loans to urban areas, particularly those areas inhabited by African Americans.

Migrants often encountered residential discrimination, in which white home owners and realtors prevented migrants from purchasing homes or renting apartments in white neighborhoods. In addition, when numerous blacks moved into white neighborhoods, whites would quickly relocate out of fear of a potential rise in property crime, rape, drugs and violence that was attributed to neighborhoods with large black populations. These tendencies contributed to maintaining the "racial divide" in the North, perhaps accentuating it.

Red Summer Riots 
The Red Summer refers to the summer and fall of 1919, in which race riots exploded in a number of cities in both the North and South. The three most violent episodes occurred in Chicago, Washington, D.C., and Elaine, Arkansas. On the afternoon of July 27, 1919, a stone-throwing melee between blacks and whites began after a black youth mistakenly swam into territory claimed by whites off the 29th Street beach in Chicago. Amidst the mayhem, Eugene Williams, a black youth, drowned. When a white police officer refused to arrest the white men involved in the death, and instead arrested a black man, racial tensions escalated. Fighting broke out between gangs and mobs of both races. Violence escalated with each incident, and for 13 days Chicago was in a state of turmoil. By the time the riot ended, 23 blacks and 15 whites were dead, 537 injured, and 1,000 black families were left homeless. The Chicago riot was part of a national racial frenzy of clashes, massacres, and lynchings throughout the North and the South. All of the incidents were initiated by whites. In Washington, D.C., from July 19 to 23, four whites and two blacks were killed; whites were astonished that blacks dared to fight back. The NEW YORK TIMES lamented the new black militancy: "There had been no trouble with the Negro before the war when most admitted the superiority of the white race." A "Southern black woman," as she identified herself, wrote a letter to THE CRISIS, praising blacks for fighting back. "The Washington riot gave me a thrill that comes once in a life time ... at last our men had stood up like men. ... I stood up alone in my room ... and exclaimed aloud, 'Oh I thank God, thank God.' The pent up horror, grief and humiliation of a life time -- half a century -- was being stripped from me."

From October 1-3, a race war exploded in Phillips County, Arkansas. On the night of September 30, a small group of black men and women were gathering a rural church to organize a sharecroppers' and tenant farmers' union -- the Progressive Farmers and Household Union of America. When two white law-enforcement officers arrived at the church, one later claiming they were looking for a bootlegger, shots were exchanged. One white officer was killed and the other wounded. As word of the shootings spread throughout the county, the local sheriff sent out a call for men "to hunt Mr. Nigger in his lair." The call went out to Mississippi to come to the aid of white men in Phillips County. Hundreds of armed men jumped into trains, trucks, and cars and, crossing into Arkansas, fired out of windows at every black they saw. Some said that if it was black and moving, it was target practice. Frank Moore, one of the farmers at the church, saw the massacre as it unfolded: "The whites sent word that they was comin down here and kill every nigger they found. There were 300 or 400 more white men with guns, shooting and killing women and children." Soldiers from the United States Army eventually restored order, although some claimed the military participated in the killings. By the time the shooting ended, 25 blacks and five whites were listed as officially dead. Many blacks believed that perhaps as many as 200 were killed, their bodies dumped in the Mississippi River or left to rot in the canebrake. The white establishment charged that blacks had formed a secret conspiracy to rise up and overthrow the white planters, take their land and rape their women. No evidence was ever produced to substantiate the charge.


If We Must Die
By  Claude McKay
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If we must die, let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursèd lot.
If we must die, O let us nobly die,
So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain; then even the monsters we defy
Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one death-blow! 
What though before us lies the open grave?
Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back! 
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September 28, 1919
Omaha, Nebraska

A crowd in Omaha, Nebraska broke Willie Brown out of jail, hung him from a street post in front of a crowd of hundreds, and then lit him on fire as men, women and children watched. Souvenirs of the lynching were sold to spectators. 
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October 1, 1919
Elaine, AR

After blacks holding a union meeting were attacked and began fighting back, all blacks in town were rounded up and had their weapons confiscated, leaving them defenseless. Like Omaha, DC and Chicago, troops were called in to restore peace. 
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October 7, 1919
Elaine, AR
The Elaine riot, sometimes dubbed the ‘Elaine Masacre’, started between sharecroppers and greedy local landowners. Much more than others, this riot was ultimately about labor and money. The riot itself, and the rounding up of all African American citizens, resulted in a slowing of production. A few days after the riot this advertisement urging blacks to return to work as if nothing happened, appeared in local papers. 
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NEGROES. PLAN TE.
KILL ALL WHITES

SLAUGHTER WAS TO BEGIN WITH
21 PROMINENT MEN AS THE
FIRST ViCTIMS,

“WE JUST BEGUN" PASSWORD
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RAN INTO A NEGRO |
AND WAS SHOT DOWN

Crowds of White Men and Ne-
groes Assembled Quickly and
a Race Riot Started.

NEGRO RAZOR MAN ESCAPES

| The One Who Did the Shooting Caught
by Police Slipping Pistol Into
His Victim's Pocket.
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{SIK SLAININRACE
 RIOT AT CHURCH

MILLEN, Ga., April 14.—S8ix persons
were killed in a race riot in the
northern section of Jenkins county
Sunday afternoon. The dead are
| County Policeman W. C. Brown, Night
| Marshal T. H. Stephens, both white:
Edmond Scott, John Ruffin, and two
of Ruffin’s brothers, all negroes.

The clash gccurpd at a negro
church meeting at Carswell Grove.
Scott was bringing a negro preacher
from Waynesboro in an automobiie
when he was stopped by the two of-
ficers, who were investigating reports
of blind tiger liquor traffic. Scott
was arrested charged with carrying a
pistol. Joe Ruffin, father of the Ruf-
fin boys, appeared, and, it was alleged,
opened fire on the officers. A general
gun battle followed.

Other officers who rushed to the
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scene arrested Joe Ruffin and took |y
a

him to Augusta, where he was lodged
|in jail for safe keeping.
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RIOT IN PHILADELPHI

(By the Associated Negro Press.)

Philadelphia, May 9. —Serious fight-
ing near Twenty-fifth and Pine streets
between Negro tenants newly moved
'into the district and a gag that has

= long terrorized residents resulted this
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morning in the serious wounding of
,nine white men by the residents.
Sevety-five whites and about forty
| of our people participated in the fight,
which began when a mob broke open
the door at 2535 Pine street, of a
Race of Citizens who has always liv-
| ed uprightly in the community, and
| tried to eject his family. The citizen,
seorge Grahm, moved there a week

'ago. A number of the men were ar-

- rested.
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WOB STORNS AL
AND GETS BLACKS

Negroes Were Shot,
Their Bodies Tied to
Autos and Dragged
Through Jacksonville
Streets.

Jacksonville, Fla., September 7.—
Amob broke into the county jail
| shortly after midnight, took theres
| trom two megroes held for the mur~
der recently of George Dubose, car-
ried them in automobiles into the
| outskirts of the ecity, riddled them
i with bullets, put ropes around their

necks and dragged them through
the city streets, dropping ome of
the bodies in front of ome of the
leading hotels. Sheriff's deputies
and police are searching for the oth-
er body.

The sheriff learned early in the
night that there might be an at-
tempt to lynch a negro held in Jail
on the charge of attacking a Vittle
| white girl, so. on advice of Judge
| 8immons, he put the negro in an au-
tomobile and sent Nim to St. Auguse
| tins for safekeeping.

Arriving at the jail, and not find-
ing this negro, the mob took the

other two and put them to death.
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TO THE NEGROES

OF PHILLIPS COUNTY
Helena,Ark., Oct. 7, 1919

The trouble at Hoop Spur and
Elaine has been settled.

Soldiers now here to preserve
order will return to Little Rock within
a short time.

No innocent negro has been
arrested, and those of you who are at
home and at work have no occasion to
worry.

All you have to do is to remain at
work just as if nothing had happened.

Phillips County has always been a
peaceful, lawabiding community, and
normal conditions must be restored
right away.

STOP TALKING!

Stay at home---Go to work---Don’t worry!

F.F.KITCHENS, Sheriff COMMITTEE
Edward Bevens J. C.Meyers S.Straub E.M.Allen
T.W.Keesee D.A.Keeshan Amos Jarman
H.D.Moore J.G. Knight Jno. L. Moore E.C.Hornor

Nicholls Print, Helena, Ark.
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